
 
 
 
 
 

 
Genesis 1: 1--5 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.  Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light.  God saw that the light was good, 
and he separated the light from the 
darkness.  God called the light “day” and the 
darkness he called “night”.  And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the first 
day. 

 
John 1: 1--5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God; and the Word was God.  He 
was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.  
In him was life, and that life was the light 
of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it. 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  
 John 1:1 
 
Well we here we are at the beginning of 
another year.  It is quite right what my 



mother and elders told me all those years ago.  
Time flies and that time and tides wait for 
no one.  
 
Here is a new beginning, but, you know it is 
not just 1st January when things are new.  It 
is happening all the time.  Let your mind 
wander over all the new beginnings in your 
life.  Some of course are beyond our memory, 
such as when we first sat up, said our first 
word or took our first steps.  Others are 
easier to remember.  The first day at school 
or even our last!  The realisation that a few 
squiggles on a piece of paper could entertain 
us with a story and that we could read them 
for ourselves.  All part and parcel of most 
peoples’ lives.  But what about the first 
time you heard the Lord speaking to you?  Or 
is that still to come?  In our text we have a 
beginning that goes back beyond all the years 
of history.  Beyond all imaginable periods of 
time, beyond the beginnings of creation.  
There was God, the Three in One.  Creator, 
Governor and Preserver of all things.  God, 
Christ and the Holy Spirit.  What 
incomprehensible dimensions this gives to the 
One who is our Saviour.  It seems beyond our 
grasp of thought, but there is comfort and 
security in it when we think of Jesus as our 
hope and salvation.  He is the Eternal God.  
The things of earth that we trust are never 
secure for everything is mortal.  We like to 
think about the humanity of Jesus it makes 
him seem like one of us.  But never forget 
behind all the similarities lies the Divine 

nature, he is the very God.  Let us at the 
beginning of 2017 keep this wonderful truth 
upper most in our mind.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
A  Prayer for the New Year 

When you are lonely may God give you love. 
When you are down may God give you joy. 
When you are troubled may God give you 
peace. 
When things are complicated may God give 
you simple beauty. 
When things are chaotic may God give you 
inner silence.    
When things look empty may God give you 
hope.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

My times are in Thy hand, 
My God, I wish them there: 

My life, my friends, and my soul I leave 
Entirely to Thy care. 

 
My times are in Thy hand, 

Whatever they may be, 
Pleasing or painful, dark or bright, 

As best may seem to Thee. 
 

My times are in Thy hand, 
Why should I doubt or fear? 

A Father’s hand will never cause 
His child a needless care. 

 
My times are in Thy hand, 

Jesus, the crucified; 
The hand my cruel sins had pierced 

Is now my guard and shield. 
 

My times are in Thy hand, 
I’ll always trust in Thee; 

And after death at Thy right hand 
I shall forever be. 
William Freeman Lloyd 

 
In the beginning God created……Genesis 1:1 

 
 
 


