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Two other men, both criminals, were also led out 
with Him to be executed.  When they came to the 
place called the Skull, there they crucified him, 
along with the criminals – one on his right, the 
other on his left.  Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even 
sneered at him.  They said, “He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Christ of God, The 
Chosen One”. 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him.  They 
offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are 
the King of the Jews, save yourself”.  

There was a written notice above him, which 
read: This is the King of the Jews. 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled 
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save 
yourself and us!”         

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you 
fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I  

tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
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“…….I am going to the Father.” John 14:12 
 
One of the most frequently used phrases of 
Jesus was “my Father”.  The first words 
recorded of Jesus were “Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?” All through 
His ministry everything was referred to His 
Father. 
His life was a constant partnership with his 
Father.  He had come from the Father and 
He was going to the Father.  On that last 
evening in the Upper Room when He was 
speaking to His disciples He didn’t speak of 
the tomb in Joseph’s garden—that was not 
the end. – But about “My Father’s house”, “I 
go to my Father”.  That was the purpose of 
His life journey.  From Bethlehem to Calvary 
His life was a constant “going to the 
Father”.  Always His face was turned 
heavenward.  In those last few hours what 
a comfort it must have been for Him to have 
this constant point of reference.  In 
Gethsemane He earnestly prayed for the 
“cup” to be removed, “Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me, yet not my will, 
but yours be done.”  On the Cross His prayer 
was, “Father forgive them for they do not 
know what they are doing” then finally  
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit”.  
So we see that as it was in the beginning so 
it was at the end.  His desire was to be 
where His Father wanted Him to be. 
Can we say that about our lives?   Are we 
where our Father wants us to be? I wonder 
how often we have lived full days as though 

there was no Father at our journey’s 
end………distrustful, discouraged and perhaps 
despondent.  Have we trudged onward as if 
our Father were far behind us with nothing 
but bleak despair before us?  Let us forget 
those days of darkness and look to the 
glorious hope we have in knowing that we are 
going to the Father.  May this Easter be a 
landmark in our lives, for He who sealed our 
pardon with His blood has gone before to 
prepare a place for us. 

There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 

Where our dear Lord was crucified 
Who died to save us all. 

 
We may not know we can not tell 

What pain He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good. 

That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 

 
There was no other good enough 

To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 

Of Heaven, and let us in. 
 

O dearly, dearly has He loved 
And we must love Him too. 

And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do. 

Cecil Frances Alexander 

Leslie Weatherhead the renowned Christian 
writer  said of this hymn: “……..a hymn which 
is the most profound commentary on the 
Atonement I have ever seen” 
But like us he knew it was not the end of the 
story for on the third day Jesus rose from 
the grave and now lives forevermore at the 
right hand of His Father in glory.  Hallelujah!  
 

 
 


